HUGELY SUCCESSFUL CONFERENCE ON LGBT YOUNG PEOPLE

One hundred delegates from Children and Young People’s Services (statutory and voluntary) including mental health, youth, schools, housing and the police attended a one day conference organised by GALYIC (Gay and Lesbian Youth in Calderdale) in Halifax on Wednesday, 25th February at the Heath Training Centre.

Whilst half of the delegates came from Calderdale, the rest came from across the Yorkshire and Humber region with some from as far away as Leicester.

The joint conference, Universal and Specialist, Targeted Youth Services: Responding to the Needs of LGBT Young People, launched GALYIC’s report, “Ten Years On:  Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Young People in Calderdale” as well as the National CAMHS Support Service’s OCCA (Organisational Cultural Competence Self Assessment Tool).

Paul Brennan, Acting Group Director, Children and Young People’s Service and Sue Rumbold, Head of Commissioning and Partnership Services started the conference by welcoming the GALYIC report and thanking GALYIC for producing it.  

The report, which was funded by Calderdale CAMHS and the PCT, gives the findings of 50 interviews with GALYIC members and compares them with original research conducted in 1998.  The findings suggest that there has been little improvement in the situation facing LGBT in Calderdale over the past ten years.

Paul and Sue acknowledged the painful findings, and invited GALYIC to present them to the Calderdale Children and Young People’s Management Group (Children’s Trust).  They stressed the importance of services responding to the needs of all young people in Calderdale, including lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender youth.  

Jan Bridget, Service Manager for GALYIC gave an interactive input on ‘Homophobia within a Single Equality Framework,’ followed by seven members of GALYIC who presented the findings of research interspersed with songs, poems and individual stories.  

Levels of self-harm and attempted suicide have risen since 1998, due, no doubt, to the fact that members are coming out at younger ages (average age 14.8 years) many with little support from parents and significant levels of homophobic bullying at school. 

One of the members, Jeni, told of her harrowing experiences of bullying which included being set on fire, sexually assaulted and having used tampons thrown at her.  

The presentation was not all gloom and doom, however, as members also told the audience how accessing GALYIC services has helped them to develop their self-esteem, confidence, and build a network of friends, all helping to reduce the levels of mental health problems.

Pam Rhodes of Stonham Supported Lodgings Scheme told participants how her organisation encouraged users to ‘come out’ so that they could respond appropriately to their needs.  This included, amongst other things, having positive information and images in the interview rooms, routinely including questions on sexual and gender orientation in the monitoring procedure, using gender non-specific terms, such as do you have a girlfriend or a boyfriend and including questions on sexuality in the assessment procedure.

Savita Ayling, the national Black and Minority Ethnic lead for the National CAMHS Support Service went through their recently adapted OCCA, which is a management tool to support services to become culturally competent for all young people, including ethnicity, disability, gender, sexual orientation, gender identity, socio-economic status, religion and faith.

GALYIC members, and senior youth worker, Moni Noszkay, gave a five minute samba drumming piece before the conference ended with a showing of the very moving film ‘For the Bible Tells Me So’ which tells the story of five Christian families in the USA coming to terms with their children being gay.

The presentations and other information will be available shortly on www.galyic.org.uk. 

As participants left, many thanked the organisers and said how inspiring the conference had been, praising GALYIC members for their input and bravery in sharing their stories.

