7th February 2009

Eight members of GALYIC will be travelling to London on Friday 6th February and will attend the annual Schools Out Conference the following day where they will deliver a dynamic 40 minutes presentation.

The presentation, starting with a short music quiz, will include the findings of the new GALYIC report, "Ten Years On:  Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Young People in Calderdale."  

The ten main issues identified in the report are:  coming out; parental acceptance/rejection; isolation; homophobic bullying; homophobic abuse on the streets; homelessness; substance misuse; sexual vulnerability; mental health; and how services in Calderdale are responding to their needs.  

As well as statistics, members will read out poetry, their own stories and sing some songs.  They will also give evidence of how becoming a member of GALYIC significantly helps to reduce vulnerability by accessing 1-1 support, developing a peer support and friendship network, and taking part in projects such as the Presentation Group.  

More information about the research findings will be available later, as the same members will be giving an extended presentation at the launch of the findings on February 25th at Heath Training Centre, Old School Lane, Halifax.

For further information about the Schools Out conference:  http://www.schools-out.org.uk/

For information about the Halifax conference contact: jan@galyic.org.uk

