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AUSTRALIAN STUDY SHOWS HIGH LEVELS OF SUICIDE ATTEMPTS AMONGST LESBIAN, GAY AND BISEXUAL YOUNG PEOPLE

Suicide attempts among lesbian, gay and bisexual (LGB) school students in Queensland are at disturbingly high levels, a report shows.

The report is by Open Doors, an LGB support organisation.  It  has prompted calls to make Queensland schools more LGB-friendly, with the report finding around two-thirds of respondents felt unsafe at school.

Open Doors surveyed 164 LGB students across the state, and 37 per cent of respondents said they had attempted suicide in the last 12 months, with 82 per cent considering taking their own life.

The report also revealed a general attitude of fear among LGB students, with 81 per cent saying they had experienced bullying based on their sexual orientation.

"Many young people felt so afraid at school that they had missed over two school weeks worth of classes to ensure their safety," the report said.

"Clearly current school anti-bullying measures do not adequately protect LGB students; this is providing a discriminatory educational environment for LGB students which is illegal."

Sixteen-year-old Jimmi came out as a lesbian in 2006, and she said after that point she was harassed by teachers and the principal at her school.

"They singled me out because they said I wouldn't fit into the mainstream school. A teacher told me that I should consider other options."

She said the one teacher who supported her did so quietly, without mentioning anything to other teachers in the school.

Nowhere to turn

Shaun Staunton, the chairman of a committee on homophobia in schools for the Queensland Association for Healthy Communities, said he was particularly concerned that in some cases it was teachers who were responsible for the bullying.

"What needs to be done is an overall effort needs to be made to ensure that all staff understand they have a duty to care for all students and to leave their personal feelings at home and really that needs to come from up high and it needs to be a culture in schools," he said.

In a statement Education Queensland said it provided information about gay and lesbian issues to students and staff, as well as running a programme to address bullying based on students' sexuality, on the Bullying. No Way! website.

"Guidance Officers and support staff work proactively with staff and students to both promote inclusive practices and values within schools and to support those students who are marginalised due to sexuality issues," the statement said.

Mr Staunton said one of the keys to making schools more homosexual-friendly was to educate all students that heterosexuality was not the only definition of normal.

One of the solutions he proposed was the promotion of homosexual role models in schools, but he conceded there were a lot of prejudices that needed to be overcome first.

"To come out in a school as a teacher is to take a huge risk really, it's not just young people who can be discriminated against, teachers and other workers in schools can be discriminated against and not receive support from principals and whoever else," he said.

"It's a tricky thing to be openly gay in a school."

This article first appeared on ABC News:  http://www.abc.net.au/news/stories/2008/11/11/2416453.htm?section=justin
For further information about Open Doors:  http://www.opendoors.net.au/ 

The report will be published later this week.

