MACDONALD: PERSONAL SOCIAL HEALTH AND ECONOMIC EDUCATION SHOULD BE COMPULSORY
28 April 2009 

Accepting the findings of an independent review led by Sir Alasdair Macdonald, Ed Balls today confirmed his intention to make Personal Social Health and Economic (PSHE) education a compulsory part of the curriculum at both primary and secondary school. 

Ministers announced in October their intention to make PSHE compulsory, subject to Sir Alasdair’s report. 

He has said that throughout the consultation with parents, schools, faith groups, expert groups and young people themselves, enormous support has been expressed for the introduction of compulsory PSHE. 

Ed Balls said he would legislate to put the recommendations into effect – subject to a formal consultation. 

The expectation is for PSHE to become compulsory from September 2011. 

The report has addressed issues around increased pressure on the curriculum, schools’ right to determine their own approach to Sex and Relationship Education (SRE) as part of PSHE and the rights of the very small number of parents who wish to withdraw their children from SRE. 

In summary, Sir Alasdair’s recommendations are: 

• at secondary level the existing non-statutory programmes of study should be carried forward as compulsory and that at primary level the relevant parts of Sir Jim Rose’s proposed new programme of learning ‘Understanding Physical Development, Health and Wellbeing’ should form the core PSHE entitlement; 

• that Governing bodies should retain the right to determine their school’s approach to SRE, to ensure that this can be delivered in line with the context, values and ethos of the school; 

• that Governing bodies should retain the duty to maintain an up-to-date SRE policy, which is made available to inspectors, parents and young people and that they should involve parents and young people (in the secondary phase) in developing that policy; 

• the existing right of parental withdrawal from SRE should be maintained; 

• that Department for Children, Schools and Families should seek the opinions of stakeholders and the wider public on whether to change the name of PSHE education within the secondary National Curriculum; and 

• a number of steps to improve teaching and learning in PSHE education. 

Sir Alasdair Macdonald said: 

“Throughout the review, I have encountered overwhelming support for the introduction of statutory PSHE education and I firmly believe that doing so has the potential to make a significant impact on young people’s personal development and wellbeing. The headline recommendation from the review is therefore, to make PSHE education part of the statutory National Curriculum at both primary and secondary phases.” 

Ed Balls said: 

“It’s clear that if children are going to get a well rounded education which prepares them for life in the 21st Century, PSHE has a key role to play. Most schools already follow the non-statutory curriculum, but current provision can be patchy. Compulsory PSHE will mean consistency and quality, so all children can benefit. 

“Parents bring up children not Government. Schools, however, can play a vital role in teaching children essential skills for learning and life. From managing difficult relationships, to managing personal finance, PSHE gives children guidance through the complexities of modern life. 

“When I asked Sir Alasdair to undertake his review I was very conscious that the groundswell of support for raising the status of PSHE needed to be translated into practical propositions and that in doing this a number of sensitive issues had to be addressed. The report, taken alongside Sir Jim Rose’s work on the primary curriculum, maps a way forward very effectively.” 

Editor's Notes
This press notice relates to 'England'

1. Sir Alasdair Macdonald’s review and the full Government response can be found here: http://publications.dcsf.gov.uk/default.aspx?PageFunction=productdetails&PageMode=publications&ProductId=DCSF-00495-2009& 

2. The proposed PSHE secondary school programme of study (following the existing non-statutory programme) can be viewed here: http://curriculum.qca.org.uk/key-stages-3-and-4/subjects/pshe/index.aspx 

3. The proposed PSHE primary school programme of study will be published as part of Sir Jim Rose’s review. It will state: 

In the early stages of primary pupils should learn 

• why healthy eating and physical activity are beneficial
• that some substances can help or harm the body
• about the simple physical changes to their bodies they have experienced since birth and the similarities and differences between people
• to manage personal hygiene
• to identify different relationships that they have and why these are important
• how to recognise, manage and control strong feelings and emotions
• about the different types of work people do and about different places of work
• about where money comes from and the choices people make to spend money on things they need and want
• ways to contribute to enterprise activities 

In the middle stages of primary children should learn
• about the relationship and balance between physical activity and nutrition in achieving a physically and mentally healthy lifestyle
• about the impact of some harmful and beneficial substances on their body
• about the physical and emotional changes that take place as they grow and approach puberty
• how to form and maintain relationships with a range of different people
• strategies for managing and controlling strong feelings and emotion
• why people work and the different jobs people do
• what influences the choices people make about how money is spent
• how they can contribute to a range of activities that help them to become more enterprising 

In the later stages of primary pupils should learn
• to take responsibility for their physical activity and nutrition in achieving a physically and mentally healthy lifestyle
• how to make responsible, informed decisions relating to medicines, alcohol, tobacco, and other substances and drugs
• about the physical changes that take place in the human body as they grow and how these relate to human reproduction
• how to manage changing emotions and relationships and how new relationships may develop
• that hygiene, physical activity and nutrition needs might change as a result of growth and adolescence
• strategies for understanding, managing and controlling strong feelings and emotions and dealing with negative pressures 
• about the connections between their learning, the world of work and their future economic wellbeing
• about how people manage money and about basic financial capability
• to show initiative and take responsibility for activities that develop enterprise capability
• And as part of the Scientific and Technological Understanding area of learning pupils in the later stages of primary education will learn to apply knowledge and understanding to describe and explain the structure and function of key human body systems including reproduction
