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MEDIA RELEASE

20/1/09

TEN YEARS ON:  LESBIAN, GAY, BISEXUAL AND TRANSGENDER YOUNG PEOPLE IN CALDERDALE
“Ten Years On: Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Young People in Calderdale,” includes the findings of research with members of GALYIC (Gay and Lesbian Youth in Calderdale) conducted in 2008.  The findings are compared with the original research of 1998, which led to GALYIC being set up.

In many respects, there is little change in the situation facing LGBT young people in 2008 compared with 1998: 

· before they access GALYIC, they are still isolated; 

· they are still experiencing homophobic abuse in school and on the streets, although there appears to be a slight rise in this; 

· they are still experiencing homelessness and using substances as a way of coping, although again there appears to be a rise in the level of substance use;  

· they are still experiencing rape and sexual abuse, although the levels of sexual abuse are higher; and

· there is still little positive information in schools about homosexuality, although there are more teachers who are supportive. 

The significant differences between the two groups are that 

1. in 2008 members are coming out younger (14.8 years compared with 17.2 years in 1998); 

2. they are experiencing more parental rejection/non-acceptance; and 

3. self-harm and attempted suicides are a lot higher.  

Indeed, the results suggest that LGBT young people who took part in the survey are three times more likely to self-harm than heterosexual young people in the general population and the number of young people who actually attempted suicide has risen by over 300% since 1998 from 13% to 56%.  

Much of this happened several years before they contacted GALYIC, when they were aged 16 years and below, when they were at school, experiencing homophobic bullying and feeling very isolated with little support from parents.  Shockingly, 92% of the 50 young people had experienced bullying at school, 76% experiencing homophobic bullying. This ties in with research conducted by Calderdale local authority in May 2008 which found that 13% of the 371 students at secondary schools who responded to the survey identified the bullying as homophobic; 12% as other/don’t know why and 4% as racist.  A recent national study found that homophobic attitudes are more common than racism: http://www.medicalnewstoday.com/articles/135773.php  

Parental rejection appears to be the main reason for the rise in attempted suicide.  This is substantiated by recent research from the USA that highlights the effects of non-acceptance of parents on LGB youth.  http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2008/12/081229080901.htm 

“Ten Years On” will be launched at a national conference to be held at the Heath Training Centre in Halifax on 25th February 2009.  

Members of GALYIC are giving a dynamic keynote presentation which will include the key findings from the research as well as sharing their stories, singing and drumming.

Whilst “Ten Years On” identifies the issues facing LGBT young people, the conference will also show how appropriate intervention can reduce the vulnerabilities of this group and help build resilience:  Members will also be sharing the findings of 25 follow-up interviews which show that attending GALYIC helps young people develop positive identities, build up a network of friends, feel less depressed and suicidal, enhance confidence and develop self-esteem.  

This is a joint conference being hosted by GALYIC and the National CAMHS (Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services) Support Service (NCSS - part of the Children, Young People and Families’ Programme).

GALYIC and the NCSS have been working together to develop better support for LGBT young people.  See, for example, 

http://www.csip.org.uk/~cypf/social-inclusion/social-inclusion/lesbian-gay-bisexual-and-transgender-lgbt-young-people.html
The aim of the conference is not only to raise awareness of the issues facing LGBT young people but also to provide mechanisms to help agencies develop services to better meet the needs of this group.    In particular, the NCSS will be launching their newly revised Organisational Cultural Competence Self-Assessment Tool (OCCA).  

The OCCA is a practical tool aimed at senior management to facilitate the development of services which are appropriate to, and meet the needs of, all children and young people, whatever their background.

The OCCA is about taking a holistic and joined-up approach to equality and diversity, to tackling health inequality in its broadest sense and examining the effects of inequality on the mental wellbeing of all children and young people.

In March 2008 the Council of Europe passed a resolution calling for member states to address the question of teenage suicide and make it a political priority.  The resolution stated, “the Assembly was concerned at evidence that suicidality among young lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people is significantly higher than in the general young population.”

The resolution further states, “The Assembly reaffirms the importance it attaches to respecting political, economic, social, cultural, sexual and physical differences. It therefore strongly condemns all forms of religious, ethnic and sexual discrimination and reasserts its commitment to combating racism, homophobia and the stigma attached to all sexual behaviours, including transexualism.”

The United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child also published a report about the UK in 2008 which states, “the Committee is concerned that in practice certain groups of children, such as: Roma and Irish Travellers’ children; migrant, asylum-seeking and refugee children; lesbian, bisexual, gay, and transgender children (LBGT); children belonging to minority groups, continue to experience discrimination and social stigmatization.”  

The Conference, Universal and Specialist, Targeted Youth Services:  Responding to the Needs of LGBT Young People is, therefore, timely.

The conference will also include a screening of the much acclaimed American documentary “For the Bible Tells Me So.”  

Film Synopsis

Through the experiences of five very normal, very Christian, very American families -- including those of former House Majority Leader Richard Gephardt and Episcopal Bishop Gene Robinson -- we discover how insightful people of faith handle the realization of having a gay child. Informed by such respected voices as Bishop Desmond Tutu, Harvard's Peter Gomes, Orthodox Rabbi Steve Greenberg and Reverend Jimmy Creech, FOR THE BIBLE TELLS ME SO offers healing, clarity and understanding to anyone caught in the crosshairs of scripture and sexual identity.   www.forthebibletellsmeso.org
For further information:  Jan Bridget, 01706 817235 or 0776 536 1590 or email jan@galyic.org.uk 
� ACTION for Lesbian, Gay and Bisexual Young People in Calderdale, 1998, Bridget (15 young people); Ten Years On:  Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Young People in Calderdale, 2008, Bridget (50 young people).
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