GAY YOUNGSTERS TO TACKLE HOMOPHOBIC BULLYING
Members of Gay and Lesbian Youth in Calderdale (GALYIC) will be giving a dynamic presentation at the launch of Calderdale’s Anti-Bullying Strategy on 19th November at Heath Training Centre in Halifax.

Whilst developing the new anti-bullying strategy Calderdale’s Children and Young People’s service Directorate conducted a survey on bullying in schools and found that 13% of the students who responded identified homophobic bullying as an issue.  

A new GALYIC report, which will be launched in the new year, found that 92% of the 50 GALYIC members interviewed had experienced bullying at school; this included bullying based on ethnicity, disability and ‘because people look different.’  However, 76% of members had experienced homophobic bullying whilst 74% witnessed a homophobic incident in school. 

GALYIC found that homophobic abuse also happens on the streets, and it is often done by the same people who are bullying in school:  94% of members had experienced a hate incident with 68% specifically in relation to their sexual orientation.  

The hate incidents ranged from verbal abuse, threats and intimidation, harassment, physical, damage to property, sexual assault, rape, blackmail and theft to and arson.

These were not one-off attacks; 19% experienced up to five incidents, 35% between 5 and 10 incidents, 14% between 10 and 20 incidents, and 24% experienced 20+ incidents.  

GALYIC have taken an active role in helping Calderdale to develop their anti-bullying strategy.  

The half-hour presentation, which will be given by six GALYIC members, three female and three male, begins with a music quiz during which delegates are asked to identify the singer and the song title.  A five-minute training DVD GALYIC made for the Department of Health sets the scene before evidence from the GALYIC survey is highlighted; this is followed by members sharing their own, personal, experiences of being bullied.  The thought-provoking and hard-hitting presentation concludes with a short DVD made by the Learning and Skills Council.

GALYIC have already given similar presentations at local, regional and national events and received excellent feedback.  They are planning to travel to London in February to present it at the Schools Out national conference.

Jan Bridget, Service Manager for GALYIC said, “I am extremely proud of the young people who take part in the presentation.  By standing up and sharing their experiences they are telling the bullies that they will not be beaten down.”  Ms Bridget added, “Members of GALYIC are demanding that schools and the authorities do something to stop the bullying.  We now have the law behind us: since April last year it has been an offence to discriminate in the provision of goods and services on the grounds of sexual orientation.  This includes educational establishments.  28% of those young people bullied dropped out of school or truanted because of the abuse.  Not only does the bullying have a profound effect on the mental wellbeing of these young people but it means that they are missing out on their education.”

The presentation has already been given to two schools in Calderdale and it went down very well; GALYIC are discussing the possibility of delivering it to other schools.  

GALYIC have also produced a set of guidelines for the victims of homophobic bullying, their families, teachers and head teachers.  These can be accessed from their new website:  www.galyic.org.uk 

For further information please contact Jan Bridget, 01706 817235 or 07765 361590.

