


Letter from Surinder Sharma, Department of 
Health 
 
 
 
As Director of Equality and Human Rights at the Department of Health one of 
my top priorities is to challenge health inequalities.  I am proud that my 
department established SOGIAG (Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity 
Advisory Group) in 2005 to help challenge the health inequalities of lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgender (LGBT) people, and that this work is being 
strengthened through the new LGBT Advisory Group.  It is through the work of 
SOGIAG that I first came across GALYIC and Jan Bridget in particular.  
GALYIC have supported our work in many ways including appearing in one of our 
training DVDs:  Real Stories, Real Lives.  This is why I am delighted to see this 
report published.   

Whilst the report concerns Calderdale, many of the findings and 
recommendations are transferable to other areas, I was particularly interested 
in the sections on LGBT people and mental health. 
 
As a result of research commissioned by NIMHE (National Institute for Mental 
Health England), for the first time, the Suicide Prevention Strategy for England 
includes LGB people as a specific group who have special needs under goal two of 
the strategy (to promote the wellbeing of the wider population).  “Ten Years 
On”  shows that the right kind of intervention at the right time can significantly 
reduce the effects of homophobia on the mental health of LGBT young people.   
At the same time, the report identifies areas where more work needs to be 
done.  We must not only challenge homophobic bullying in schools but also 
provide support for parents to enable them to accept and support their 
children.  It also highlights the need for targeted and specialist agencies for 
young people to assess the kind of service they are providing for LGBT young 
people.   
 
Best wishes for the future. 
 
Surinder Sharma 
Director for Equality and Human Rights 
The Department of Health



Foreword 
 

 

Children and young people’s services and Calderdale PCT are committed to 
working partnership to ensure that all young people in Calderdale matter and 
that they are respected and treated equally and difference is celebrated. 

This report highlights issues that lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) 
young people nationally, and more particularly in Calderdale, face in their lives.  
The report was compiled by Gay & Lesbian Youth in Calderdale (GALYIC) 
through a needs assessment tool with an analysis of findings leading to 
recommendations. 

There are very powerful findings within the research that agencies must 
consider when planning for and delivering services. 

We are committed to working in partnership with all statutory, voluntary and 
community sector providers to ensure the needs of the young people identified 
in this report are considered when commissioning and delivering services. 

We are grateful to GALYIC for the work they have done on behalf of the PCT 
and partners in working to support young people and in producing this report, 
which will be influential in the future design and development of services.

 

Paul Brennan       Paul Butcher  
Acting Group Director      Deputy Director Public Health 
Children & Young People’s Service    NHS Calderdale
 

 




































